
Examples of the Sovereignty of God (Assembled by Keith Rohrer & amended by Brandon Fisher) 
1. Sovereign over the elements & natural world:  

a. Sun’s movement.  Joshua.10:12-14  
b. Sun’s light.  Exodus 10:23; Isaiah 50:3  
c. Rise, fall, activities in rivers and seas.  Isaiah 50:2, 51:15; Psalm 135:6  
d. Rain clouds.  Zechariah 10:1; Psalm 148:8; Job.37:15; Amos 4:7-8 
e. Lightening.  Job 36:32, 37:15 
e. Winds.  Psalm 135:7  
f. Snow & ice.  Job 37:6,10; Psalm 148:8  
g. Hail.  Joshua 10:11; Psalm 148:8  
h. Harvest.  Malachi 3:10-11   

2. Sovereign over the birds, fish, animals: 
a. Feeds birds & animals.  Job 38:39-41; Matthew 6:26; Isaiah 43:20  
b. Controls even the sounds of animals.  Numbers 22:28  
c. Initiates the decisions of beasts and birds.  Isaiah 46:11; 1 Kings 17:2-4; Jonah1:17  
d. Sparrows die on his cue.  Matthew 10:29  

3. Sovereign over the affairs of nations: 
a. God gives nations to anybody he chooses.  Daniel 4:32b  
b. He appoints rulers, and dethrones others.  Daniel 2:21; Romans 13:1-2  
c. God made every nation; determined where and when people would live.  Acts 17:26  
d. God decides what nations/people groups will and will not do.  Psalm 33:10  
e. God creates armies.  Isaiah 54:16  
f. God defeats nations, redistributes lands, and enslaves peoples.  Psalm 135:10: Jeremiah 21:3-7  
g. God rules over nations.  Psalm 22:28  

4. Sovereign over every aspect of everyone’s life: 
a. Supplies you with food.  Philippians 4:19  
b. All your abilities & talents.  1 Corinthians 4:7  
c. Rebukes and disciplines us for sin.  Psalm 39:11  
d. Appoints for certain destinies.  Jeremiah 1:5; Galatians 1:15  
e. Instills desires, longings and attitudes.  Psalm 33:14-15; Psalm 105:24-25; Philippians 2:13  
f. Places thoughts in our minds.  Ezra 7:27  
g. Initiates every human decision.  Proverbs 16:9  
h. Determines “chance” and “luck”.  Proverbs 16:33  

5. Sovereign over disease, disability, death, calamities: 
a. Agricultural disease and pests.  Amos 4:9; Malachi 3:11  
b. Famine.  Psalm 105:16-17 
c. Blindness, deaf mute.  Exodus 4:11  
d. Infertility.  Genesis 20:17-18; 30:2; 1 Samuel 1:5-6  
e. Birth defects.  John 9:1-4  
f. Determines everyone’s time of death.  Psalm 139:16  
g. Death, injury.  Deuteronomy 32:39; 1 Samuel 2:6  
h. Cities destroyed.  Amos 3:6  

6. Sovereign over evil words, deeds, and events: 
a. Job 2:10:  Shall we receive good from God, and shall we not receive evil??  (Hebrew, “Ra”) 
b. Isaiah 45:7:   I make well-being and create calamity, I am the Lord, who does all these things.  
c. Lamentations 3:37-38:  Is it not from the mouth of the Most High that good and bad come? 
d. Isaiah 63:17: O Lord, why do you make us wander from your ways and harden our heart, so that we fear you not? 
e. Exodus 4:21; 7:3; 8:32; 9:12; 10:1, 20, 27; 11:10).  I will harden [pharaoh’s] heart.  (Sometimes it says 

pharaoh hardened his own heart (8:15, 32, 9:34), but in the majority of cases, it’s that God hardened 
pharaoh’s heart, or that it “became hard” or “was hard” which again makes God the agency.)     

f. Psalm 105:24-25:  [The LORD] turned their hearts to hate his people, to deal craftily with his servants. 
g. 1 Samuel 16:14:  Now the Spirit of the Lord departed from Saul, and a harmful spirit from the Lord tormented him. 
h. Judges 9:23:  And God sent an evil spirit between Abimelech and the leaders of Shechem (for purpose, see v.24)  
i. 1 Kings 22:23:  Now therefore behold, the Lord has put a lying spirit in the mouth of all these your prophets; the 

Lord has declared disaster for you. 
 
 


